
Citing In-Press Articles
When constructing the reference list in a manuscript

written in APA style, remember that your readers have only
one means by which to locate the sources you are including.
Therefore, it is important to format your material carefully
and with attention to detail, especially when citing an article
that hasn’t yet been published.

If you’re adding an article to your list that has been
accepted for publication in a periodical, but hasn’t yet been
printed, your reference list entry should look like this:
Kuruvilla, S. (in press). Occupational exposure to bloodborne

pathogens: Prevention and management. MedSurg Matters!

The concept here is very similar to a typical journal-style
listing. The difference is that the volume number, issue num-
ber, and page numbers aren’t yet known. If the periodical
cited offers advance online publication prior to print, you
should also include a direct link to where the article can be
accessed on the Web. Your in-text citation would appear:
(Kuruvilla, in press).

Do not use n.d. (no date) when referring to a source
that hasn’t been published yet. Articles with no publication
date (as are sometimes found online) are not the same as
articles that haven’t been published yet. In press means the
article has been accepted for publication in a future issue;
n.d. means the article simply has no specified publication
date. Articles in press are also different from those that are
still in progress, out for review, or being revised. Check your
Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association (6th ed.) for details on how to cite those items.

Even if you know how to craft your in-press entries, don’t
forget to check your reference list multiple times before your
article is printed. From the time of submission through publi-
cation and distribution, your in-press sources may have been
published. Always make sure to include the most accurate,
current information on each of your sources. A well-present-
ed article with solid references will surely be considered a
credible resource by your readers.
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:
This column is designed to assist authors in becoming familiar
with APA format and encourage even the most novice writers to
try their hand at composing a manuscript. If there is a specific
topic that you would like covered in a future issue, please send
an email to msmnews@ajj.com with your suggestion.


